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PRIME MINISTER

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEQPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH

AsDepasidl, "y G *

Opening Statement

| am pleased to present Bangladesh’s Second Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) on progress with the
Sustainable Development Goals. The Report is an attempt to share with the world our good practices in
governance, innovative solutions, creative actions, critical challenges we are facing, and the requirement
of strong partnership for a sustainable future.

We have adopted the ‘whole of society’ approach which provided the opportunity to all stakeholders
including the government and other non-state actors such as the private sector, Local Government
Institutions (LGls), Non-Government Organizations (NGOs), Community Based Organizations (CBOs),
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), and others to actively participate in realizing the SDGs. Our national
development plans and SDGs are thematically and functionally aligned, and implementation of them are
mutually reinforcing and complementing.

We have prepared our VNRs at a time when the global community is in the 5th year of the implementation
of the SDGs. There is still a decade left to achieve SDGs by 2030, and insights and policy implications from
the lessons learned are critical to raising the efficiency as well as the efficacy of the SDGs implementation
process in the coming years.

Bangladesh is a country that fought for its independence upon the clarion call of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and achieved freedom with the sacrifice of three million people.
The resilience of our people has helped the country to march forward to have progress and prosperity for
all. Since assuming office in 2009 with a landslide popular mandate, my government has invested heavily
to build a people-centred, inclusive, and modern democracy. We have been making efforts to establish
equality and justice in the country. We have integrated all particularly the marginalized people in our
development endeavour subscribing to the principle of ‘leave no one behind’. As a result, Bangladesh has
achieved the highest cumulative GDP growth globally in the last decade along with maintaining strong
macroeconomic stability, which contributed to increasing per capita income, reducing poverty, and
achieving other socioeconomic objectives. We fulfilled all three criteria for graduation to a developing
country in March 2018.
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Our VNRs represent the views and efforts of all stakeholders of development in Bangladesh with business,
non-government organizations, academia, and civil society organizations embracing the goals for the
opportunities they present.

We formulated the National Preparedness and Response Plan to control and to contain the COVID-19
pandemicin March 2020. While we have reinvigorated our health system first as a response to theimmediate
health crisis, we have been making efforts to address the multiple impacts of the pandemic on our society
and economy. We have issued clear directives for the citizens for their health and safety. We have adopted
a comprehensive emergency response plan incorporating health and socio-economic recovery measures.
We have announced stimulus packages of US$ 12.11 billion (3.7 per cent of GDP) to be implemented in
three phases - immediate, short and medium, until FY 2023-24.

In avirtual conference organised by the World Economic Forum on 23rd April 2020, | have placed a five-point
proposal to fight the coronavirus pandemic: (i) new thinking on human well-being, tackling inequality,
supporting the poor, and getting back our economies to pre-COVID levels, (ii) robust global leadership from
G7, G20 and OECD; UN-led multilateral system should step forward, (iii) devising strategies and practical
support measures as the world is currently witnessing transformation in global businesses, work and
manufacturing, (iv) meaningful global strategy should be adopted to share the burden and responsibilities
for the migrant workers, (v) developing innovative solutions in various sectors to better prepare for the
future.

The socio-economic effects of COVID-19 will undoubtedly impede the journey to 2030 Agenda. We need
more collective action to keep the momentum of the Decade of Action to achieve the SDGs. | call upon
the global community to deliver on the commitments made and become more proactive on shared
responsibilities. | believe the framework of SDGs itself, built on inclusiveness, solidarity and partnership
will help us to rebuild our world to the desired level.

Sharing our expertise, approaches, and lessons learned are important steps to take forward to the
implementation of 2030 Agenda. | commend the contribution of all stakeholders in Bangladesh for their
commitment to, and participation in, achieving the SDGs.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever

(Sheikh Hasina)



M. A. Mannan, MP
Honourable Minister
Ministry of Planning
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Message

I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the Prime Minister’s Office and the General Economics Division
(GED), Bangladesh Planning Commission for successful preparation of Bangladesh Second Voluntary National
Reviews (VNRs) 2020 titled ‘Accelerated action and transformative pathways: realizing the decade of action and
delivery for sustainable development’. The VNRs is prepared in order to present the status of implementation
progress of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the July 2020 meeting of the United Nations High Level
Political Forum (HLPF).

The dream of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to transform the country to a
developed one is being carried forward by his daughter. Bangladesh is implementing SDGs with full political
commitment under the leadership of Honourable Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina as she envisages to transform

Bangladesh into a middle-income country by 2021 and a developed country by 2041.

Bangladesh has not only taken initiatives to mainstreaming the SDGs in national plans, but also working in
full swing to implement the Global Goals for Sustainable Development even at the local level. Comprehensive
mechanisms have also put in place to monitor progress ofimplementation and consequently prepare evaluation

reports to illustrate the implementation status of SDGs.

This time more synergize efforts were taken involving all stakeholders in preparation of this report. Consultations
were organized by the Goal specific lead ministries with all relevant ministries, divisions, agencies, NGOs, CSOs,
private sector, think-tanks, academia etc. to ensure representation of people from all strata of the society in the

preparation of the VNRs.

I would like to offer my gratitude to all stakeholders for their inputs, feedbacks and suggestions in preparation of
thisimportantreport. | also appreciate Prime Minister’s Office, especially to Ms. Zuena Aziz, Principal Coordinator
(SDG Affairs) and Dr. Shamsul Alam, Member (Senior Secretary), GED for their overall guidance in preparation

and publication of this report.

(M. A. Mannan, MP)
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Zuena Aziz
Principal Coordinator (SDG Affairs)
Prime Minister’s Office
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Message

| am happy as we could submit Bangladesh Second Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) 2020 on time despite
the hurdles created by the COVID-19 global pandemic. This VNRs document has been prepared following the
participatory approach prescribed by the UN with a view to presenting the status of implementation of the SDGs
at the United Nations High Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development. It has also highlighted the
innovative, good, and collaborative practices of Bangladesh for implementing the Agenda 2030, along with the
implementation challenges and their possible way forward, and lessons learned.

The visionary leadership of our Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who personally owns the SDGs, is
instrumental in the implementation of the SDGs in our country. During the shutdown of the country because of
the COVID-19 global pandemic, she has approved the main messages of our VNRs. Moreover, the VNRs document
is enriched by inserting the initiatives, directives and stimulus packages declared by her to tackle the pandemic.
Her directives of giving goal-specific coordinating responsibilities among different leading Ministries helped us
immensely to engage relevant stakeholders to get synergies in the consultation process in the preparation of this
VNRs document. Unlike the First VNRs of 2017, this time we could extend the consultation up to the Divisional
levels to have grassroots-level involvement in the VNRs process.

| hope this report will serve as a baseline against which the impact of the pandemic can be measured. Now,
we need more integrated activities among different Ministries and stakeholders to keep the momentum of the
‘Decade of Action’ to achieve the SDGs. | personally believe the framework of SDGs itself will help us to rebuild
our world in the post-COVID-19 periods.

I would like to thank the members of the “SDGs Implementation and Review Committee” for their inputs and
suggestions in finalizing the document. | would also like to provide special thanks to the members of the “SDGs
Working Team” who meticulously reviewed the drafts prepared by goal-specific different coordinating Ministries.
Thanks are also due to all the stakeholders who have been involved in the preparation of this document. My
distinctive thanks to the United Nations Resident Coordinator and her office in Bangladesh for extending their
support in the VNRs process. The support provided by the officials of Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics and a2i
deserves special thanks.

Finally, | would like to thank the General Economics Division (GED), Bangladesh Planning Commission for taking
the initiative of publishing the Second VNRs document 2020 of Bangladesh.

| wish everyone the greetings of Mujib Year.

=

(Zuena Aziz)
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Dr. Shamsul Alam
Member (Senior Secretary)
General Economics Division (GED)
Bangladesh Planning Commission

A Prefatory Note

Bangladesh Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) 2020: Accelerated action and transformative pathways: realizing
the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development is the second formal voluntary review of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) implementation by the government of Bangladesh. Bangladesh is one of
the twenty countries in the world, who are presenting the VNRs at the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) in 2020.
Unlike the VNRs of 2017 where the implementation status, challenges and coping up strategies covering only six
SDGs were presented, 2020 VNR calls for reviewing of all the Sustainable Development Goals.

| am glad that the General Economics Division (GED) of Bangladesh Planning Commission spearheaded
preparation of the ‘Voluntary National Reviews (VNR), 2020’ The national development of Bangladesh follows
an approach underlying the Five Year Plan, which is prepared consistently integrating the SDGs and strives for
just, equitable and inclusive economic growth with appropriate measures for protection of the environment.
Bangladesh has already integrated the 169 targets of SDGs with the 7th Five Year Plan (2016-2020). In the coming
8th Five Year Plan (2021-2025), the alignment of SDGs with the national plan will be further enhanced thereby
creating a tremendous opportunity to implement the 2030 Agenda by reflecting the priorities of the SDGs in the
national plan.

We have adopted “Whole of Society” approach to ensure wider participation of NGOs, development partners,
private sector, media, LGls, CBOs and CSOs in the process of formulation of the action plan and implementation
of the SDGs. This “Whole of Society” idea has been strongly echoed in the VNRs 2020 report that is prepared
with adequate consultations with all the concerned parties after receiving the inputs from different Ministries/
Divisions/Agencies who are implementing various programmes/projects relating to SDGs following the result
framework developed for monitoring progress of SDGs.

Being one of the role models in achieving the MDGs, the current government of Bangladesh has its full political
commitmentinimplementingthe SDGs and has the thrust to perform well more than it achieved inimplementing
the MDGs. Currently, the Government is making strong strides towards SDGs implementation through following
the SDGs action plan, and has taken effective steps at the same time to facilitate and ensure proper function of
the whole-of-society platform. In particular, various agencies have spearheaded specific initiatives that align
themselves better with the SDGs.

The 2020 VNRs report covering the years till 2019, illustrates the progress made by Bangladesh in various areas
of economic and social development field including but not limited to our success in reducing extreme poverty
measured by $1.90 a day / national poverty line (LPL). Similarly, progress on expanding coverage of social
protection and proportion of government expenditure on services (health, education and social protection) as
share of total government expenditure are also on track. Progress on child malnutrition is moving at a desired
pace, while under 5 mortality rate (USMR) and neo natal mortality rate (NMR) are on track to reach the 2020
targets. The gender parity in primary and secondary level education has been achieved. According to Global
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Gender Gap Index of 2020, of the seven countries from South Asia, Bangladesh has emerged as the top performer
with a global ranking of 50 out of 152 countries. Compared to other neighbouring countries of South Asia, the
improvement in sanitation and reduction in open defecation is impressive. Access to safe sanitation stands at
84.6% in 2019 while Bangladesh has been declared an open defecation free country. Bangladesh appears to
have made an upward shift in the average annual growth rate of GDP per capita. For the last three years, growth
in GDP per capita exceeds an annual average rate of 6 per cent, hitting 6.91 per cent in 2019. It is also heartening
to note that the average annual growth rate of GDP per employed person has already reached the 2020 target in
FY2017. The share of manufacturing value added in GDP has been steadily increasing and has already exceeded
2020 milestone in FY2017. The proportion of population covered by mobile network has reached close to 100 per
cent in case of 2G and 3G technology. In case of 3G technology the 2020 milestone has already been achieved
in 2017. Bangladesh has got access to 4G technology and the 4G network has reached to around 80 per cent of
the population. Bangladesh has acquired credible capacity in disaster management. This is widely recognized
by the world community. In facing the climate change impact, the country has made solid progress. A number
of climate change related strategies, plans and actions have been formulated and mitigation measures have
been operationalized. Bangladesh has also developed the ‘Delta Plan 2100’ which is a combination of long-term
strategies and subsequent interventions for ensuring long term water and food security, economic growth and
environmental sustainability while effectively reducing vulnerability to natural disasters and building resilience
to climate change and other delta challenges through robust, adaptive and integrated strategies, and equitable
water governance.

Bangladesh has already met some of the targets set for 2020 that is noteworthy, while some indicators are
on track towards meeting the target of 2020. However, there are a number of indicators those need special
attention in order to move the trajectory on track. However, dearth of data has still been an emerging challenge,
particularly for the indicators of SDG 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, for monitoring the progress of attainment of SDGs in
the country. E-Government of Bangladesh has taken necessary actions in all 17 goals to set a clear pathway in
implementing the SDGs within the framework of the ‘Whole of Society’ approach.

With the herculean efforts of the General Economics Division (GED), a series of 25 publications on SDGs has
been completed since 2016 i.e. within a time span of 04 years. This kind of monumental showcasing of the
SDGs can hardly be found elsewhere and we take great pride in it. Mapping of ministries, data gap analysis,
financing strategy, monitoring and evaluation framework, national action plan by targets, SDGs progress report
2018 and 2020 are some of the exemplary documents, mentioned above, on SDGs implementation, monitoring
and evaluation in Bangladesh. It is worth mentioning that Bangladesh has taken a great stride in reporting the
implementation progress of SDGs besides the HLPF platform. In this regard, GED has published the first SDGs
progress reportin 2018 in order to make sure all the efforts in achieving the 2030 Agenda stay on right track. The
second SDGs progress report has already been also published in June 2020.

While the global leaders have been spearheading the 2030 development agenda, the world has seen a deadly
pandemic, COVID-19, that has created an impasse in every spheres of life. The socio-economic effects of COVID-19
will undoubtedly impede the journey to Agenda 2030 and to overcome it, the government of Bangladesh
has already incorporated proper strategies into the Eight Five Year Plan (2021-2025) to ward off the negative
externalities of COVID-19 pandemic.

At the end, | would like to thank my colleagues in GED and officials of the Prime Minister’s Office for their
relentless endeavour for completing the report on time. My thanks are also due to all the ministries, agencies and
stakeholders who have been involved in preparation of our second Voluntary National Review of Bangladesh on
the implementation of the Agenda 2030. | also acknowledge the technical and financial support provided by the
UNDP. It is my firm believe that, like MDGs, Bangladesh is poised to set an example as a leading SDGs achiever.

NV (=

(Shamsul Alam)
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Highlights

The Voluntary National Reviews process in
Bangladesh is led by the apex committee titled
“Sustainable Development Goals Implementation
and Review Committee” headed by the Principal
Coordinator (SDGs Affairs), Prime Minister’s Office
and represented by twenty Secretaries of relevant
Ministries/Division, and also participated by the
representatives of NGOs, CSOs, DPs, and private
sector. From the Prime Minister’s Office, seventeen
dedicated Ministries/Divisions have been given the
responsibility to consult with relevant lead, co-lead,
associate ministries/divisions along with concerned
NGOs, CSOs, DPs, and private sector and to prepare
progress report of that particular goal. The “SDGs
Working Team” represented by the government
officials and non-government think tanks and
academia reviewed the drafts. Two divisional level
consultation workshops have been held to get the
feedback on the VNRs process and some consultations
with thematic stakeholders have also been done.
The General Economics Division of the Bangladesh
Planning Commission, which provides the secretarial
support to the aforesaid apex committee, published
the final document after with the vetting of the apex
committee.

The VNRs process has identified that there are
some indicators of SDGs, which have already been
achieved or on-track against the targets set for 2020
in Bangladesh. Poverty has declined from 40 per cent
in 2005 to 20.5 per cent in 2019, a period when life
expectancy at birth increased from 65 years to 72.6
years. Bangladesh also achieved gender parity in
primary and secondary education by 2018 while its
literacy rate jumped from 53.7 per cent in 2006 to 74.4
per cent in 2019. The under-five-mortality rate was
62 per 1000 live birth in 2006, which dropped to 28
by 2019. During the same period, neonatal mortality
has reduced from 31 to 15. The phenomenal success
of under-five mortality and neonatal mortality is
revealed as their present status has already reached
the target set for 2020. With regard to under-five
underweight rate, Bangladesh could achieve the MDG
target of hunger from 66 per cent in 1990 to 32.6 per
centin 2014, one year earlier than the stipulated time;
it was 22 per cent in 2017. The stunting rate of under-
five children was 45.9 per centin 2005, which has come
down to 28 per cent in 2019. Similarly, the proportion
of wasted children was 14.5 per cent in 2004, which
has declined to 9.8 per cent in 2019. In 2017, 70.3 per
cent of women of reproductive age have their need
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for family planning satisfied with modern methods,
against the target of 75 per cent set for 2020. The
prevalence of current tobacco use among persons
aged 15 years and older is 35.3 per cent in 2017, which
equals the target set for 2020. Bangladesh has been
successfulin acceleratingeconomic growth to a higher
trajectory in the last decade. Bangladesh maintained
strong macro-economic stability, which contributed
to a higher per capita income. The annual growth rate
of real GDP per employed person is 5.85 per cent in
2019, which has already crossed the target of 5 per
cent set for 2020. Value addition in manufacturing as
a proportion of GDP is 24.08 per cent in 2019, which
has already crossed the target of 21.5 per cent set for
2020. Transformational changes are evident in the
economic structure as the share of agriculture to GDP
is 13.3 per centin 2019, which was 19 per cent in 2006.
During the same period, industries share to GDP has
increased from 25.4 per cent to 31.2 per cent. The
government is committed to providing electricity to
every household by 2021 and access to electricity is
92.23 per cent in 2019. Considering the women and
children as the most vulnerable section of the society,
numerous initiatives have been taken to ensure their
safety and security. Since backlog in judicial courts
is a challenge to access to justice, resolving cases
through Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) has
been encouraging.

However, the VNRs process has identified some
challenges as well. The sustained GDP growth
of an average of 6.7 per cent in the last decade
has not been associated with declining income
inequality. Gini coefficient has increased from 0.338
in 1991-92 to 0.458 in 2010 and 0.482 in 2016. The
absolute number of poor people in the country is
quite difficult to manage. Though Bangladesh has
achieved remarkable success in food production,
and the country is now self-sufficient in staple food
production, ensuring food security for allin a densely
populated country was, is and will always remain a
challenge. Albeit, the health sector has shown great
success, ensuring Universal Health Coverage with a
relatively low-cost intervention will be a daunting task
without the coverage of appropriate health insurance.
The net enrolment rate in primary and secondary
education has increased with a declining dropout
rate, but ensuring quality education at multilevel
educational streams is challenging. Because of the
rapid increase in the urban population which is
expected to overtake the share of rural population
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around the year 2040, the inadequate infrastructure
to meet the demand of urban amenities, facilities,
primary healthcare, wastewater treatment, collection
and disposal of urban solid waste, transportation
services, housingis a serious constraint to sustainable
urban development. Bangladesh, being a climatically
vulnerable country will require undertaking measures
to reduce exposure to, adaptation, and mitigation
of climate change, which will be challenging.
Finally, increasing domestic resource mobilization,

particularly increasing the tax-GDP ratio at the
desired level will be challenging.

The Government of Bangladesh has responded to the
principle of leaving no-one behind by adopting and
implementing the National Social Security Strategy,
which promote human development, political
stability and inclusive growth. The government’s
commitment to social protection is evident in
enhanced budgetary allocation and wider coverage.
Vulnerable people, particularly women, children
and persons with disabilities have been given
priority under this strategy, which is designed to be
implemented gradually addressing the lifecycle risks.

The good practices that Bangladesh wants to
highlight with regard to poverty reduction are the
Strengthening Women’s Ability for Productive New
Opportunities (SWAPNO) project. SWAPNO is a social
transfer project for ultra-poor women to be engagedin
public works essential for the economic and social life
for rural communities. It promotes employment, and
most importantly future employability, of extreme
poor rural women, which is the most efficient way to
secure poverty reduction and inclusive growth. Apart
from poverty, it has impacts on quite a few goals of
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Bangladesh can showcase community clinic based
people-centred primary healthcare model, which is
the brainchild of our Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, as a notable progress in health sector
made during the last decade. The establishment
of community clinics (CCs) nationwide is a flagship
programme of the government for providing low-
cost primary healthcare services to the grassroots
community population. At present, more than 13,743
CCs are functioning all over the country; each of them
is serving about 6,000 population. It is an excellent
example of community engagement through the
Community Group and Community Support Groups.

In terms of peer learning, we are interested to
hear good cases from other countries to resolve
the challenges encountered by us on (a) how the
rapidly growing urban demands can be mitigated in

a sustainable way, (b) how agricultural productivity
can be doubled while keeping the environment
sustainable, and (c) how the quality of education
can be enhanced with affordable means. To learn
advanced technical know-how to mitigate adverse
impacts of climate change an enhanced collaboration
with international partners on skill development
(technical and vocational training) of our human
resources is needed.

The financial assistance in the form of ODA, FDI,
PPP are needed to implement the National Social
Security Strategy, Health Financing Strategy, Power
System Master Plan, Integrated Water Resources
Management, infrastructure development projects,
projects related to climate change adaptation &
mitigation, and to materialize the Special Economic
Zones. Capacity building is required for the civil
servants, professionals, technicians, strengthening
of institutions and National Statistical Organization.
Technology transfer is required in Research &
Development related to enhancing efficiency,
augmenting productivity, reducing wastage, coping
challenges with regard to the 4th IR, and ensuring
sustainability.

We need (a) partnership between government and
private sector for business development ensuring
sustainability, (b) government-NGOs partnership
for providing services at the remote areas where
governmentmechanism cannotprovideservicewithin
affordable means, (c) public private partnership for
big infrastructure projects, (d) for quality education
partnership with foreign universities and international
institutions in research and development, experience
sharing, and internships, (e) government-CSO
partnership for facilitating the process of social
change, and (f) global partnership for innovative
financing, sharing knowledge, expertise, technology,
mitigating adverse impacts of climate change and
financial resources.

Our Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is the
champion of SDGs. We are following ‘Whole of
the Society Approach’ involving all NGOs, CSOs,
Private Sector, Development Partners and relevant
stakeholders. This involvement is expanded from the
central level to the Districts and Sub-districts levels.
We believe, localization of SDGs, if implemented
properly, will help fulfil the aspiration of achieving
SDGs by incorporating three dimensions of
sustainability and ensuring that ‘no one is left behind’.



1. Introduction

In the last decade, Bangladesh has greatly been
benefitted from the visionary and dynamic
leadership of the Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and the way she adopted people-centred
approach for the country’s development agenda.
As a result, Bangladesh has achieved the highest
cumulative GDP growth globally in the last ten years
and made remarkable progress in various social
and economic spheres and is now being recognized
as the ‘development surprise’ or ‘role model of
development’. The continuity in office through
people’s mandate since 2009 has helped to undertake
many initiatives, which resulted in building a happy,
prosperous democratic country based on equality
and justice.

In this context, we can highlight, with related facts
and figures, some of the social and economic
achievements of Bangladesh. The country’s per-capita
income has increased from US$543 in FY2005-06 to
USS$1,909 in FY 2018-19. Its total GDP has increased
from around US$ 72 billion to US$ 302 billion during
the same period while exports grew from US$10.5
billion to USS 40.53 billion. Again, during this FY 2006-
19 period, the government budget expanded from
USS 9.1 billion to USS 53.9 billion, out of which the
government aggressively dedicated US$20.3 billion
towardsthe Annual Development Programme (ADP)in
FY2018-19, which was mere US$ 2.9 billion in FY 2005-
06. This period also witnessed an expansion of rice
production by 37 per cent, from 26.5 million tonnes to
37.4 million tonnes, leading to general self-sufficiency
in food. Transformational changes are evident in the
economic structure as the share of agriculture to GDP
is 13.3 per centin 2019, which was 19 per cent in 2006.
During the same period, industries share to GDP has
increased from 25.4 per cent to 31.2 per cent.

Parallel to this economic achievement, Bangladesh
made massive social progress. Poverty declined from
40 per cent in 2005 to 20.5 per cent in 2019, a period
when life expectancy at birth increased from 65 years
to 72.6 years. Bangladesh also achieved gender parity
in primary and secondary education by 2018 while
its literacy rate jumped from 53.7 per cent in 2006 to
74.4 per cent in 2019. The under-five-mortality rate
was 62 per 1000 live birth in 2006, which dropped to
28 by 2019. The stunting rate of under-five children
was 45.9 per cent in 2005, which has come down to 28
per cent in 2019. Similarly, the proportion of wasted
children was 14.5 per cent in 2004, which has declined
to 9.8 per centin 2019. In 2019, family planning needs
of 77.4 per cent of women of reproductive age are
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catered with modern methods, whichwas 64.8in 2004.
Open defecation is almost nil and in 2019, nationally
84.6 per cent people had access to safely managed
sanitation services. The government is committed to
providing electricity to every household by 2021 and
access to electricity is 92.23 per cent in 2019 (MICS,
2019), which was only 47 per cent in 2008.

According to most development experts, what
Bangladesh has achieved is remarkable despite the
usual problems associated with a still relatively low-
middle income country. In the midst of all the facts
and figures presented above, and recognizing many
factors contributing to the success of Bangladesh,
one needs to see one glaring piece of fact: during
FY 06-19, the per-capita-GDP multiplied by 3.5 times
while ADP multiplied by 7.0 times. This is a testimony
to the visionary and dynamic leadership of Hon’ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, which has played a
critically important role in Bangladesh’s success
in MDGs. The Prime Minister did not just dedicate
resources for development by merely keeping up
with a growing economy; she accelerated ADP at
a rate twice the expansion rate of the economy—
and, as described below, channelled the resources
to promote inclusivity in the broadest sense of the
term. This has made Bangladesh a leader among
least developed countries (LDCs) as demonstrated
by various prestigious awards and honours that the
Prime Minister and the country have received in
the last decade from different UN and international
bodies.

The strong macro-economic stability, which
contributed to higher per capita income, reducing
poverty and achieving other socio-economic
objectives, helped Bangladesh to become a lower-
middle-income country in 2015 and fulfil all three
United Nations criteria for graduation to a developing
country in 2018.

After the adoption of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in 2015, our Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina constituted an inter-ministerial
committee for coordinating SDGs implementation
and review. The Principal Coordinator (SDGs Affairs),
a high-level position created at the Prime Minister’s
Office, heads the Committee.

Bangladesh has participated in the first VNRs in
2017 where it was clearly mentioned that the
SDGs were well aligned with the 7th Five Year Plan
(2016-2020). Bangladesh has adopted the Whole-
of-the-Society approach for SDGs implementation
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involving government machinery, NGOs, INGOs,
CSOs, development partners, private sector, business
people, academia, professionals, local authority,
Member of Parliament and engaging other relevant
stakeholders. Following the Allocation of Business
of the Government of Bangladesh, Ministries/
Divisions have been assigned with the responsibility
of implementing the targets of SDGs tagging them
as lead, co-lead, or associate. The lead Ministries/
Divisions in consultation with co-lead and associate
Ministries/Divisions have prepared SDGs Action Plan
highlighting new projects to be implemented to
achieve SDGs targets. The government has conducted
the SDGs Data Gap analysis, which now reveals that
155 indicators data are available nowadays. The
Monitoring and Evaluation Framework has been
finalized by the government to set targets of indicators
of SDGs i.e. from where we are now (benchmark) and
where we want to go by 2030. An innovative SDGs
tracker (sdg.gov.bd), a web-based data repository
system, has been launched to assist the monitoring
of the implementation of SDGs in our country.

The Government of Bangladesh has commissioned
the ‘SDGs needs assessment and financing strategy’
which revealed that around US$ 928 billion at 2015-
16 constant prices would be additionally required
for Bangladesh from FY 2016-17 to FY 2029-30 to
implement SDGs implementation over the current
investment related to SDGs. The annual average cost
of SDGs would be US$ 66.32 billion (at constant prices)
for the same period. The 1st National Conference
on SDGs Implementation Review (SIR) was held
on 4th to 6th July 2018. Around 2000 participants
from the government, NGOs, CSOs, private sector
and Development Partners (DPs) participated in
the conference. The government has integrated the
SDG targets into the Annual Performance Appraisal
(APA) system so that the long-term objectives can
be translated into the annual work plan of the
Ministries/Divisions. To harmonize data generation
from different data producing agencies, the National
Data Coordination Committee (NDCC) has been
constituted with Secretary, Statistics and Informatics
Division, as the Chair. A time-bound Action Plan
for the implementation of SDGs based on the
framework of collaboration between the Government
of Bangladesh and the UN agencies working in
Bangladesh has been prepared.

On 3rd December 2018, the Cabinet meeting approved
40 (39+1) priority indicators for localization of SDGs;
39 indicators from 17 Goals were selected which
were considered to be (a) crucial for the local level
of our country and (b) producing reinforcing effects
on other targets. An additional priority indicator was
left to achieve ‘leaving no one behind’ according
to the circumstances of a specific District or Sub-

district, meeting the ground reality of that particular
geographical area. Upazila (Sub-district) Action Plan
and District Action Plan for SDGs are currently being
prepared.

‘Leaving no one behind’, the aspiration of SDGs
requires the transformation of deeply rooted
systems — economic, social and political, governance
structures and business models at all levels. For
this, the voices of different stakeholders have to
be heard, and their active participation as agents
of change needs to be promoted. To achieve that,
we have, among other things, integrated social
policy frameworks that aim to progressively achieve
universal coverage, while addressing the specific
needs of vulnerable people through targeted
policies and programmes; macroeconomic and fiscal
instruments that promote inclusive growth, decent
work for all, and the reduction in inequalities.

The government has been allocating 27 per cent
of national budget equivalent to 5 per cent of GDP
on average over the last eight years to the gender-
responsive budget. Religious harmony is practised
throughout the country, for which Hon’ble Prime
Minister has a specific slogan “Religions differ, not the
festivals”. Special allocations are given to different
marginalized groups like transgender, tea gardeners,
Bede (gypsies) and disadvantaged communities,
beggars, street children, people of special areas,
cleaners, people of char areas, special needs children,
etc. Catering to the special needs of hilly regions,
there is a dedicated Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) Affairs, which is taking different projects and
programmes for ameliorating social and economic
development of those regions. Separately, the Prime
Minister’s Office has special projects/programmes for
the betterment of other ethnic people of plain land.

This document prepared based on the VNRs process
aims at informing the High-Level Political Forum
(HLPF) of the United Nations about the initiatives
taken and progress achieved by Bangladesh in
implementing SDGs during the last four years. The
specific objectives are: (a) Sharing experiences on
adoption and integration of sustainable development
goals in national planning, strategies, action plan
or work plans, (b) lllustrating the initiatives taken
in implementation monitoring, evaluation, and
reporting of SDGs, (c) Highlighting opportunities as
well as challenges that could impede implementation
of the SDGs and hence seeking support/cooperation
from the international community, and (d) Sharing
policy strategies and mechanisms to support the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
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2. Methodology and process for preparation of

the reviews

Bangladesh is participating in the Voluntary National
Reviews (VNRs) of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) at the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) on
Sustainable Development in July 2020 for the second
time after 2017. Hence, it was decided that both the
contents and process of VNRs 2020 would have more
value addition than the earlier one.

In the initial stage of implementation of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), following the Allocation
of Business of the Government of Bangladesh,
concerned Ministries/Divisions were assigned with
the responsibility of implementing the targets of
SDGs tagging them as lead, co-lead or associate
obligation. With a view to expediting the coordination
mechanism, from the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO),
a letter was issued delegating 17 Ministries/Divisions
as the coordinating Ministries for 17 goals of SDGs
whose responsibility would be to coordinate goal-
wise progress reporting. To spearhead the process
of VNRs preparation, a meeting of the ‘SDGs
Implementation and Review Committee’ was held
on 16th January 2020 headed by the Principal
Coordinator (SDGs Affairs), PMO. The meeting was
attended by all relevant Secretaries of concerned
Ministries/Divisions, representatives of Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs), Development Partners (DPs),
Private Sector and Non-government Organizations
(NGOs). It was decided, among others, that all goal-
wise coordinating Ministries/Divisions would submit
goal-wise progress report. It was also instructed that
before submitting their goal-wise report, all goal-wise
coordinating ministries/divisions would complete
goal-wise consultations with relevant leads, co-leads,
associates, NGOs, CSOs, private sector, academia,
development partners, and relevant stakeholders
and submit goal-wise report in prescribed format to
the PMO and General Economics Division (GED) of
the Bangladesh Planning Commission. A letter was
issued from the Statistics and Informatics Division
(SID) to all focal points of SDGs of different Ministries/
Divisions/data producing agencies to provide the
latest available data in the SDGs tracker (sdg.gov.bd)
so that VNRs report can be prepared based on the
updated information.

During February and March 2020, the coordinating
Ministries/Divisions have conducted consultations
meetings/workshops taking representatives from
different stakeholders relevant to their goals and
submitted their goal-wise progress report. In the
goal-wise consultations done by the coordinating
Ministries/Divisions, 1317 stakeholders (28 per
cent female; 20 per cent non-government) were
present. Along with the progress against targets,
they have submitted good practices/ good cases,
innovative cases, business cases, collaborative cases
(partnership with GO-NGO, PPP) and leave no one
behind (LNOB) with regard to that particular goal.

Apart from the consultation done by the coordinating
ministries, during February, March, stakeholder
consultations with different groups took place.
Letters were issued from the PMO to different
anchors of various groups relevant to SDGs to
convene consultations meetings to show their
role in the VNRs process in Bangladesh. Dates
were fixed for consultation with: (a) Chairmen of
Parliamentary Standing Committees of the National
Parliament (b) Officials of the Supreme Audit Institute
(Comptroller & Auditor General office) (c) NGO Affairs
Bureau sponsored consultation with the NGOs (d)
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce
& Industries (FBCCI) sponsored consultation with
the private sector (e) University Grants Commission
(UGC) sponsored consultation with the teachers
of the universities (f) Consultation with the youths
sponsored by the Ministry of Youth and Sports (g)
Print and electronic media arranged by the Ministry
of Information (h) Persons with Disabilities (PWD)
arranged by the Ministry of Social Welfare (i) Religious
leaders (all religions) arranged by the Ministry of
Religious Affairs (j) ICT Professionals, consultation
arranged by the Information and Communication
Technology Division (k) Local Government Institutions
(LGls) sponsored by the Local Government Division (l)
Young Civil Servants, arranged by Bangladesh Public
Administration Training Centre, the apex training
institute for civil servants (m) Human Rights Activists
arranged by the National Human Rights Commission.
However, consultations were done with 296 young
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civil servants, 69 religious leaders of all religions, 55
ICT professionals, Youth leaders and organizations,
leaders of some PWD organizations, leaders of some
private organizations in a limited scale, and quite a
few scheduled consultation meetings were postponed
because of the onset of COVID-19 pandemic. However,
some representatives of human rights activists
participated in the goal-wise consultation of SDG-
16, some representatives of LGl participated in the
goal-wise consultation of SDG-6, stakeholders of PWD
provided written statements to be included in the
VNRs document, and written comments were sought
from some experts in some designated fields.

To have grassroots-level involvement in the VNRs
process, Divisional Commissioners were requested
to convene consultations locally, represented by
local government officials and other stakeholders to
send the implementation status of +1 of the (39+1)
indicators of the localization of SDGs in Bangladesh.
Because of the paucity of time, only two Divisions
(Rangpur, Chattogram) could arrange workshops
that participated by around 250 local stakeholders
representing officials of Division, Districts, Sub-
districts and relevant stakeholders. The consultations
were arranged by the Divisional Commissioners’
offices with the auspices of the Governance
Innovation Unit (GIU) under the Prime Minister’s
Office. However, written reports were available from
all Divisional Commissioners on the implementation
of localization of SDGs.

There is a ‘SDGs Working Team’ headed by Director
General of Governance Innovation Unit (GIU) of the
PMO and represented by government officials and
non-government think tanks and academia. The
Members of the working team prepared the initial
draft National VNRs of Bangladesh following the UN
prescribed format based on the reports submitted
by the 17 coordinating ministries in a consultative
process. The level of engagement of different
stakeholders in the VNRs preparation process of
Bangladesh is not just informing or consult; it can
rightly be said as involvement. The survey reports,
administrative data, information from SDGs Tracker
and some sources of international organizations were
used to prepare the document.

The draft VNRs document was again shared with
different coordinating Miniseries/Divisions and
some edition was done based on their feedback. To
be candid, the COVID-19 pandemic has impeded the
planned roadmap of consultation, which was offset
by sharing online discussions and suggestions from
different stakeholders.

After vetting from the apex committee of the SDGs
Implementation and Review Committee, the VNRs
document was finalized. Hence, VNRs document was
prepared in an inclusive and participatory way where
both qualitative and quantitative analysis was done
to analyse the implementation status of different
targets where around 155 indicators’ data is available
in the existing data generation system of Bangladesh.
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3. Policy and enabling environment

a) Creating ownership of the Sustainable Development
Goals

Political Commitment: In the last decade, Bangladesh
has greatly been benefitted from the visionary and
dynamic leadership of the Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and the way she involved people
in the country’s development agenda. As a result,
Bangladesh has achieved the highest cumulative
GDP growth globally in the last ten years and
made remarkable progress in various social and
economic spheres and is now being recognized
as the ‘development surprise’ or ‘role model of
development’. The continuity of power through
people’s mandate from 2008 and onward has resulted
in building a happy, prosperous democratic country
based on equality and justice.

Sheikh Hasina, the Hon’ble Prime Minister of
Bangladesh has a unique opportunity to be present
in both the Millennium Summit held in 2000 and SDGs
Summitheldin2015wheretheMillennium Declaration
and Agenda 2030 were adopted respectively at the
United Nations. The success of the implementation of
many of the MDGs targets and her dynamic leadership
that was instrumental for the very feat was globally
acclaimed. Bangladesh’s success in reducing the
under-five child mortality rate was praised globally
and our Hon’ble Prime Minister was awarded ‘UN MDG
Awards 2010°. Since then she was awarded South-
South Award ‘Digital Health For Digital Development’
in 2011 for an innovative idea to use the ICT for the
progress of the health of women and children, ‘South-
South Award’in 2013 for alleviating poverty, “UNESCO
Peace Tree Award’in 2014 for women’s empowerment
and girls’ education, “Women in Parliaments Global
Forum Award” in 2015 for closing gender gap in the
political sphere, “Champions of the Earth” award in
2015 by UNEP in recognition of initiatives to address
climate change, “ICT Sustainable Development Award”
in 2015 from International Telecommunication Union
for ICT use in improving people’s lives, “Planet 50-50
Champion” award by the UN-Women in 2016. The
recognition continued and Hon’ble Prime Minister got
“Agent of Change Award” by the Global Partnership
Forum in 2016 for her outstanding contributions to
women empowerment, “Global Leadership Award” in
2018 by Global Summit of Women for her outstanding

leadership in advancing women education and
women entrepreneurs, “International Achievement
Award” in 2018 by the Inter Press Service (IPS) of
the UN for her exemplary humanitarian response
by giving shelter to over a million of Rohingyas,
and “Special Distinction for Leadership Award” by
the Global Hope Coalition for farsighted leadership
during the Rohingya crisis.

In 2019, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been
conferred with the “Lifetime Contribution for Women
Empowerment Award” by the Institute of South
Asian Women for gender equality, women and girls’
empowerment, Global Alliance for Vaccination and
Immunisations (GAVI) conferred the “Vaccine Hero”
award in recognition of Bangladesh’s outstanding
success in vaccination to immunise children, and
UNICEF conferred the “Champion of Skill Development
for Youth” award for Bangladesh’s great success
in youth skill development, and Asiatic Society
Kolkata conferred the “Tagore Peace Award 2018”
in recognition of her contribution to maintaining
regional peace and prosperity. All of the international
accolades with regard to poverty reduction, health,
education, women empowerment, humanitarian
response & peace, environment, skills & youth
development, multidimensional use of ICT, etc.
have in turn made her champion of social, economic
and environmental dimensions of sustainability
and ultimately the strong owner of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Nimble economic management and strong political
leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina helped
Bangladesh achieve a decade of 7 per cent average
GDP growth, crossing the Lower Middle-Income
threshold in 2015, and meeting all criteria for
graduation out of LDCs status. Lifted by these
successes, the government is now set to launch a
programme to realize the dream of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to have
a country that is free of poverty, where economic and
social justice prevails, and where there is shared
prosperity. Accordingly, the government has adopted
Vision 2041 that is a continuation of Vision 2021 and
seeks to take the nation to the development path. The
Vision 2041 seeks to eliminate extreme poverty and
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reach Upper Middle-Income Country (UMIC) status by

2031, and High-Income Country (HIC) status by 2041
with poverty approaching extinction.

The Whole of the Society Approach in engaging
all Stakeholders: The government has adopted a
“whole of society” approach for implementation and
attainment of the SDGs. As part of this, we held several
consultations on stakeholders’ engagement on the
SDGs implementation involving representatives from
the NGOs, CSOs, Businesses, Development Partners,
ethnic minorities, professional groups, labour
associations, women network and media.

The Prime Minister’s Office and Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce & Industries
(FBCCI) jointly held a view exchange meeting on
1st July 2018 where the SDGs targets were divided
into several thematic issues and accordingly some
recommendations were made on the role of the
private sector in achieving the targets. Initiatives
have been taken to implement the recommendations
made with the help of the government. Following
the first exchange meeting, another large-scale
exchange meeting was organized on 2nd November
2019 arranged by the GED. Apart from this, specific
questionnaires have been prepared from the Prime
Minister’s Office for realizing how the major private
sector can beinvolved in the implementation of SDGs,
which have been transmitted through the private
sector chamber/association under the supervision of
the FBCCI.

The government has also been in constant dialogues
with media through seminars and workshops to
share ideas regarding the potential role of media in
SDGs implementation in Bangladesh. The media
professionalshaveshownkeeninterestin contributing
to SDGs awareness creation and branding through
regular campaigns in electronic and print media.

Inthe Bangladesh context, the Members of Parliament
(MPs) can play aninstrumental role in transmitting the
core messages of SDGs to the local level and integrate
those in local development initiatives. Keeping this
in mind, the government held several consultations
with MPs to seek their guidance in localizing the SDGs
goals and targets. In the District and Upazila level
SDGs Implementation and monitoring committees,
the MPs are given the responsibility as advisers of the
committees.

Bangladesh ranks 50th out of 152 countries in the
Global Gender Gap Index in 2020, where Bangladesh

is the only one of the seven South Asian countries to
feature in the top 100. The government considers it
most important to bring women to the forefront of
the decision-making process. Keeping thisin view, the
government has engaged different women groups,
including Bangladesh civil service women network, to
create adequate opportunities for them to contribute
to the SDGs implementation.

The one-third population of our country is youth,
who is the prime mover of SDGs of our country. The
government has approved National Youth Policy 2017.
According to the Policy, the priority areas for youth
development in our country are: (a) Empowerment
(b) (c) Governance (d) Sustainable development
(e) Equitable development (f) Building a healthy
society (g) Globalisation (h) Survey and research.
It is found that youth can be involved in almost
all goals of Agenda 2030 and under the auspices
of Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Education,
Ministry of Youth and Sports and Ministry of Cultural
Affairs, four workshops were held in Dhaka, in 2019
involving youths and youth organizations working in
the country. The government is trying to involve the
youth in SDGs in the form of ‘by the youth’ and ‘for the
youth’ and the activities will be expanded in the local
levels of the country.

Alongside, the government has already engaged
with goal-wise professionals of diverse backgrounds
includinglaw enforcement agencies, local-level public
officials, health professionals, engineers, planners,
schoolteachers, legal practitioners, peasants,
religious leaders, RMG workers and members of
different labour groups.

b) Incorporation of the Sustainable Development Goals
in national frameworks

SDGs reflections in Five Year Plans (FYPs): Under
the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, the SDGs are well aligned with the
Tth Five Year Plan (2016-2020), the flagship strategic
document of the Government of Bangladesh. The
timing was befitting for Bangladesh when the 2030
Agenda was in the process of finalization at the UN,
we were simultaneously working on the 7th FYP.
In fact, the 2030 Agenda worked as a key guiding
document in the selection of development priorities
in our national context. Bangladesh, therefore, could
start the SDGs implementation very early. During the
last four years’ experience of the implementation of
the 7th FYP and based on the midterm review of it,
the government is in the process of preparing the 8th



FYP (2021-2025), which will be in operation from 1st
July 2020. By this time, the government has already
approved the 2nd Perspective Plan (Making Vision
2041 a reality), which envisions Bangladesh to be an
upper-middle-income country by 2031 and a high-
income county by 2041. Bangladesh has already
become alower-middle-income countryin2015 by the
definition of the World Bank, and in the first triannual
review of the Committee for Development Policy
(CDP) of the ECOSOC in 2018, it has fulfilled all three
criteria for graduating to developing county from
the bracket of LDCs. It is expected that in the second
triannual review, Bangladesh will sustain its position
and the graduation from LDCs will be declared in
March 2021, when Bangladesh will celebrate its
Golden Jubilee of independence. Hence, the 8th FYP
will concurrently be the second successive document
of SDGs implementation and the first instrument to
fulfil Vision 2041.

Mapping  of  Ministries/Divisions ~ for ~ SDGs
implementation: Following the Allocation of Business
of the Government of Bangladesh, Ministries/
Divisions have been assigned with the responsibility
of implementing the targets of SDGs tagging them as
lead, co-lead or associate obligation.

National Action Plan to Achieve SDGs: The lead
Ministries/Divisions in consultation with co-lead and
associate Ministries/Divisions have prepared SDGs
Action Plan highlighting new projects, programmes,
and policies to be implemented in coming years to
achieve SDGs targets by 2030.

Data gap analysis for SDGs monitoring: For the
performance assessment by SDGs indicators, the
Government of Bangladesh conducted the SDGs Data
Gap analysis reviewing the existing survey, census,
national accounts and data generating system of
statistical organizations.

SDGs Monitoring and Evaluation Framework: The
monitoring and Evaluation Framework has been
finalized by the Government of Bangladesh to set
targets of indicators of SDGs i.e. from where we are
now (benchmark) and where we want to go by 2030.
The M&E framework has highlighted three milestone
targets for 2020, 2025 and 2030 the end periods of 7th,
8th and 9th Five Year Plans respectively. However,
the availability of metadata against SDGs indicators
has improved since the first SDGs M&E Framework
was published in 2018. Moreover, the status of
data availability has also witnessed changes while
examining the metadata of each indicator thoroughly.
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As a result, the government is in the process of
revisiting the framework now.

SDGs Financing Strategy: The government has
conducted a study to determine the financing needs
for SDGs implementation, which estimates that an
additional amount, over the current provision of
investment related to SDGs by public sectors and
external sources, would be US$ 928.5 billion at 2015-
16 constant prices. This amount would be required for
SDGs implementation over the period of FY 2017 to FY
2030. The annual average cost of SDGs would be US$
66.32 billion (at constant prices) for the same period.

SDGs Trackers for Result Based Monitoring: An
innovative SDGs tracker (sdg.gov.bd), a web-based
data repository system, has been launched to assist
the monitoring of the implementation of SDGs in our
country. SDG tracker will facilitate the tracking of
progress against each goal and targets of SDGs over
the period of time.

Localization of SDGs: The Government of Bangladesh
is in the process of localizing SDGs, particularly in the
District and Upazila level. On 3rd December 2018,
the cabinet approved 40 (39+1) priority indicators
for localization of SDGs; 39 indicators from 17 Goals
were selected which were considered to be (a) crucial
for the local level of our country and (b) producing
reinforcing effects on other Targets. An additional
priority indicator was left to achieve ‘leaving no one
behind’ according to the circumstances of a specific
District or Sub-district, meeting the ground reality
of that particular geographical area. ‘Natore Model’
is developed for District level and a framework is
finalized for localizing SDGs at the Sub-district level.
Awareness programmes through workshops at the
Divisions and District levels have been done. It is
hoped that local level people would fix the targets and
prepare corresponding action plans to implement
the SDGs. Localizing the SDGs means making SDG
aspirations become real to communities, households,
and individuals, particularly to those who are at risk of
falling behind. Local communities and stakeholders,
whose knowledge about the needs and capacities of
their communities down even to the individual level,
are critical partners in implementing and realizing
the global accord. Divisional level Training of Trainers
(ToT) has been conducted in June 2019, and the
Upazila Action Plan and the District Action Plan for
SDGs are currently being planned and finalized soon.

Assimilation of SDGs target in Annual Performance
Agreement (APA): Bangladesh has introduced the
Annual Performance Agreement (APA), a result-based
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performance management system across the whole
spectrum of the public sector with a view to improving
efficiency as well as ensuring transparency and
accountability. Under the APA system, each ministry
enters into a memorandum of understanding with
the Cabinet Division at the beginning of each financial
year. The APA outlines the goals and targets of each
ministry with corresponding performance indicators.
The government has already integrated the SDG
targets into the APA system so that the long-term

objectives can be translated into the annual work
plan of the Ministries.

Prospects and Opportunities of International
Cooperation in Attaining SDGs in Bangladesh:
The Government of Bangladesh has conducted
an analytical study in the field of international
cooperation for attaining SDGs in Bangladesh. It
identifies the targets of the SDGs with the provision of
international cooperation, identifies potential areas
where development partners and other philanthropic
organizations can contribute, and assesses the
need where Bangladesh might need international
assistance.

c) Integration of the three dimensions

The social and economic development of Bangladesh
is stunningly explained by the World Development
Report of the World Bank in 2013, “Development
pessimism about Bangladesh was understandable,
but has been now proven wrong. Some countries
have done well in human development indicators,
and others have done well in economic growth,
but Bangladesh belongs to a rather small group of
countries that have done well on both fronts, the
initial pessimism notwithstanding. This is the crux
of the ‘development surprise’ that transformed
Bangladesh.”

However,thechallengetoenvironmentalsustainability
in Bangladesh originates from two sources - internal
and external. Long-term acceleration in growth rate
has rested on improved growth of agriculture, stable
growth of services and faster growth of industry
especially the manufacturing one. Growth of these
sectors coupled with increasing population pressure
has been associated with degraded agro-ecosystem,
degradation of rivers and wetlands, coastal
environment and urban environment, and depletion
of groundwater, and deforestation and desertification
affecting the livelihood of people and quality of their
life.

The other challenge to sustainability stems from
climate-induced changes caused by greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere, which is growing at
an unprecedented rate and magnitude. The
manifestation of climate change is very much evident
in Bangladesh. The coastal region in the South and
the South-Western part of Bangladesh is already
faced with frequent high tide induced inundation and
salinity intrusion, reduced livelihood opportunities
and so on. More frequent and severe floods, tropical
cyclones, storm surges, and droughts pose multiple
threats to growth and achievement. There is also
a regional challenge to sustainability -decline in
water flow in trans-boundary Rivers has resulted in
river siltation, desertification in the North West and
salinity intrusion in the South West of the country
with consequent adverse effects on environment and
livelihoods.

Article 18A of the Constitution of the People‘s
Republic of Bangladesh proclaims that —The
state shall endeavour to protect and improve the
environment and to preserve and safeguard the
natural resources, biodiversity, wetlands, forests,
and wildlife for the present and future citizens.
Sustainable development is thus a constitutional
obligation in Bangladesh. Based on the globally
accepted principles of sustainable development
defined through Agenda 21 of the Rio Declaration,
Johannesburg Declaration and Implementation
Plan, and Environment and Development in Asia
and the Pacific, the Government of Bangladesh has
approved the National Sustainable Development
Strategy (NSDS: 2020-2021). The NSDS has addressed
mainstreaming sustainable development challenges
across sectors and integrates economic, social and
environmental objectives across sectors.

In view of the long-term challenges presented by
climate change and natural hazards, the government
has formulated a long term Bangladesh Delta Plan
2100 (BDP 2100). “BDP 2100” is a water-centric,
comprehensive, integrated, holistic and long-term
plan for Bangladesh. Itis a techno-economic plan that
includes a framework for its implementation with an
investment plan phased out in short, medium and
long term interventions. BDP 2100 is envisioned to
ensure long-term water and food security, economic
growth and environmental sustainability while
effectively coping with natural disasters, Climate
Change, and other delta issues through robust,
adaptive and integrated strategies, and equitable
water governance.



The BDP 2100 seeks to integrate the medium to long-
term aspirations of Bangladesh to achieve upper
middle-income (UMIC) status and eliminate extreme
poverty by 2031 and is a prosperous country beyond
2041 with the longer-term challenge of sustainable
management of water, ecology, environment and
land resources in the context of their interaction with
natural disasters and climate change.

The government is firmly committed to achieving
SDGs with the implementation of FYPs and
perspective plan at the national level. With regard
to climate change and future requirements, these
sector-based, national and global goals and plans
have been coordinated with the long-term strategy.
Efforts have been made to coordinate the policies of
different Ministries/Divisions. To improve the quality
of living, the formulation of a comprehensive plan by
establishing long-term goals is necessary. Instead of
adapting traditional techniques, it has taken flexible
techniques and steps by developing knowledge-
based organizations. Instead of emphasizing the
short-term ‘trial and error’ programme, it has been
analysed in the scheme of delta management of the
present day in light of a long-term perspective.

Following Bangladesh Environment Protection Act-
1995 (Amended 2010), the Ministry of Environment
and Forest on 22nd February 2015 made a gazette
notification  declaring Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) and Environment Management
Plan (EMP) as compulsory for every investment
project at the approval stage along with getting the
environmental clearance from the Department of
Environment. At the appraisal stage, in the meeting
of the Project Evaluation Committee held at the
Planning Commission, a representative from the
Ministry of Environment remain present to check
it. From the meeting of the SDGs Implementation
and Review Committee under the Chair of Principal
Coordinator (SDGs Affairs), of the Prime Minister’s
Office, instruction has been given to Planning Division
to set of questionnaire to check sustainability level
of any new project/programme at the period of
project appraisal at the concerned sector divisions
of Bangladesh Planning Commission and to set a
minimum threshold value to get an approval of the
projects/programmes from the competent authority.
Moreover, directives have been given to scrutinize the
existing DPP/TPPformatstoincorporate sustainability
issues (energy efficiency, water efficiency, maintaining
building code, etc.), in the revised DPP/TPP formats.
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d) Leaving no one behind

The foundation of SDGs is inclusivity—embodied by
the phrase “Leaving no one behind” and “Reach the
furthest behind first”. This means the SDGs require all
goals to be reached, for everyone - especially those
at the margins of society. ‘Leaving no one behind’ is
a key part of the SDG settlement and encapsulates
the themes of inclusion, universality, and equity. In
Bangladesh, people who could potentially be left
behind include the landless, the homeless, the hard-
to-reach, socially vulnerable individuals or micro-
business owners. Moreover, neonate, adolescent girls
and boys, HIV/AIDS affected people, people suffering
from infectious disease, people suffering from a
mental disorder, drug-addicted youths, and injured
people through a road traffic accident, persons with
disabilities, dropout children from schools, youth
not in education, employment or training might
be left behind. Female students who are prone to
violence, domestic aides, transgender people, ethnic
communities and marginalized people might also be
left behind. The Government of Bangladesh has taken
a number of effective steps for establishing ‘leave no
one behind’; some of them are mentioned below:

Persons with Disability (PWD): Bangladesh has
established many programmes and has made
significant progressin addressing therights of persons
with disabilities. The government has enacted
two laws: Rights and Protection of Persons with
Disabilities Act 2013 and Neuro-development Trust
Act 2013. With regard to SDG-1, the initiatives taken
by the governmentinclude: (a) small loan facilities for
persons with disabilities; (b) allowances for insolvent
persons with disabilities; (c) children with disabilities
avail pension facilities after the death of parents
holding government job; (d) PWD can avail benefit
of Government Family Saving Certificate; (e) stipend
for students with disabilities. The Disability Welfare
Foundation Act has been passed to bring persons
with disabilities to the mainstream. Presently, one
million disabled people and 90,000 disabled students
are getting scholarships. For autistic children, an
Autism Trust has been formed. Fairs are organized
by government initiatives whereby products of the
disabled are displayed and marketed. Meanwhile,
103 help centres for disabled people have been
started where about 0.38 million beneficiaries have
been served. Approximately, 20,000 disabled people
have been given Taka 100 million loans and grants
through the National Disability Development Agency.
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In all eight Administrative Divisions, 10 fully free
special schools for children with autism have been
introduced. In the 2017 and 2018 academic years,
18,108 Braille method textbooks were distributed
to 2,194 visually impaired students. ‘Job Fairs’ have

been arranged to provide employment for disabled
people.

Regarding SDGs-2, persons with disabilities are able
to purchase 30 kilograms of rice at US$ 3.5 through
a government scheme. In line with SDGs-3, people
with disabilities are brought to the coverage of
healthcare facilities. In terms of SDGs 5, residential
facilities for female job seekers and working women;
schools and separate hostels for intellectual, hearing
impaired, visually impaired and autistic children;
and residential facilities for victim women with
disabilities have been established. With regard to SDG
11, the disability issue has been included in the draft
Bangladesh National Building Code 2015 and Dhaka
Building Construction Act 2008. Disability has also
been addressed in National Industrial Policy 2016,
draft Bangladesh Industrial Design Act 2016, and draft
National Web Accessibility standard 2016 that are
relevant to SDGs 9.

Digital Inclusion for the Persons with Disabilities in
Bangladesh: Digital Bangladesh Strategic paper
references the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (UNCRPD) article on accessibility.
The National ICT policy of Bangladesh identifies
ICT accessibility for PWDs. The Right to Information
Act also covers the information rights of PWDs. The
Government has taken initiatives to make 25,000
government websites accessible by making them
compliant with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines
(WCAG) 2.1. There is an open-source Bangla “Text
To Speech (TTS)” which was developed locally.
Textbooks from class 1 to 12 have been converted
into DAISY (Digital Accessible Information System)
standard. The innovation fund of a2i is developing
a device by which sign language users will be able
to communicate with non-sign language users. The
Bangla Braille software has been developed and
the University of Chittagong has been declared as
the first inclusive university with the first Accessible
E-Learning Centre in Bangladesh. The Government
has initiated E-Learning Platforms to encourage the
participation of PWDs. They can receive pieces of
training to be prepared for different job opportunities.
Awide range of information dissemination models for
PWDs are generated through community radios and

the television channels broadcast news programmes
with sign language now. The Government has also
taken the initiative to ratify the Marrakesh Treaty that
facilitates access to print works in formats adapted
for persons who are blind, visually impaired, or
otherwise prints disabled.

Digital Financial Services: Bangladesh has made very
impressive progress in expanding financial services
across the country even in the remote, rural, and
hard to reach areas. Bangladesh Bank, the Central
Bank of Bangladesh, has been empowered to take
revolutionary steps in enhancing financial inclusion
by making banking accessible to the general people
through mobile financial services and special
accounts. More than 60 million people now use
mobile financial services. For example, the people
who don’t have access to the services of a bank like
farmers, the hard-core poor, freedom fighters, people
affected by natural disasters and beneficiaries under
social safety net programmes - can now open a bank
account by depositing just taka 10 (8 cent). In the
meantime, about one million such bank accounts
have been opened across the country. Around 50 per
cent of the population in Bangladesh have access
to formal financial services, which was 31 per cent
in 2014. Nowadays, the entire stipend for school
children to their mothers and all other social safety
net cash benefits are being paid in their accounts
through mobile money transfer.

Ensuring Information and Services at Citizens’
Doorsteps: To decentralize the delivery of public
services and take them to the doorsteps of millions
of underserved citizens, the government has
established the a2i Programme. This a2i Programme
has established one-stop information and service
delivery outlets known as Digital Centres in all 4,571
Union Councils, the lowest level of local governments.
Digital Centres ensure that the underserved, such
as rural women, people with disabilities and the
elderly - regardless of their literacy and ICT literacy
- can access vital information and services. More than
100 types of government services and more than
150 private services are being provided through the
Digital Centres. In addition, 8,500 post offices have
been converted to a post-e-centre; allowances of
social safety net were distributed to 600,000 poor
people through Postal Cash Cards to provide banking
facilities.

National Social Security Strategy: Social Protection
is a key element of national strategies to promote



human development, political stability and inclusive
growth. It ensures that people enjoy income security,
have effective access to health and other social
services, and are empowered to take advantage
of economic opportunities. The government has
approved the National Social Security Strategy (NSSS)
in 2015 with a view to addressing poverty, inequality,
risk and vulnerability in the country. Distressed
people, particularly women, children and disabled
persons have been given priority under Social Safety
Net Programmes (SSNP), which is designed to be
implemented gradually addressing the lifecycle
risks; all programmes will be consolidated to get
better synergies and healthier results. In addition
to the earlier mentioned programmes under social
protection, education stipends, adult allowances,
maternal allowances, allowances for the widow,
deserted and destitute women, My-house-My-farm
project, Ashrayan (shelter) project, food-for-work
programme, life enhancement programmes of
Vedas and the disadvantaged population, lifelong
development programmes of the transgender
people, Vulnerable Group Development (VGD), and
Char livelihood programme are being implemented.
In 2016, 28.7 per cent of the family enjoyed the benefit
of the government’s social safety net programmes,
which the government plans to include 40 per cent
poor families by 2030. The government spends 15
per cent of its budget on social security activities and
plans to maintain that level up to 2030. Apart from
allowances, people are being engaged in vocational
education and income generating activities, through
which vulnerable segments of the population will
be protected from various risks and dangers. The
government is also in the process of finalizing the
National Household Database (NHD) to streamline
the selection process of beneficiaries of different
social protection programmes.

e) Institutional mechanisms

At the structural level, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
formed an inter-ministerial “SDGs Implementation
and Review Committee” comprised of Secretaries
from 20 Ministries. A high-level position, Principal
Coordinator (SDG Affairs) has been created at the
Prime Minister’s Office to head the committee. The
General Economics Division (GED) of the Bangladesh
Planning Commission serves as a secretariat of it. The
committee now includes a member of Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce & Industries
(FBCCI) who represent the private sector, a member
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from NGO Affairs Bureau, which provides one-stop
service to the NGOs operating with foreign assistance,
a member from Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation
(PKSF), which leads a platform titled “People’s Voice:
Strengthening SDGs Implementation in Bangladesh”,
a member from Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD),
which is the secretariat of the Citizens’ Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh, and United Nations Resident
Coordinator (UNRC), who represents the UN system
working in Bangladesh.

“SDGs Working Team” has been formed with the
Director-General, Governance Innovation Unit of
the Prime Minister’s Office as the Chair. This team
has 14 members including government officials,
academia, CSOs and private sector representatives.
The team is providing recommendations to the
‘SDGs Implementation and Review’ Committee’ on
SDGs implementation. Notable recommendations
include: preparing a ministry-wise action plan for the
implementation of SDGs under non-development
budget, formulation of detailed concept paper/work
plan in the light of the ‘localization model’ made by
the General Economics Division of the Bangladesh
Planning Commission for the SDGs localization,
preparation of SDGs priority indicators of Bangladesh
for localization of SDGs, and providing support on the
Voluntary National Reviews related activities.

Besides the national committee, the Cabinet
Division has formed three committees for better
implementationand coordination of SDGs localization
works at the Divisional, District and Sub-district
levels, which are chaired by Divisional Commissioner,
Deputy Commissioner (DC) and Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) respectively. At the District and Sub-
district level committees, Hon’ble Member of the
Parliaments (MPs) of particular constituencies are
given the responsibility of Adviser of the committees;
representatives of Local Government Institutions
(LGI) are members. In all three committees, apart
from the government officials working in those
areas, representatives of NGOs, CSOs, business and
professional bodies, and marginalized groups are
members. After conducting the monthly meeting, the
Upazila Committee has to apprise the development
to the concerned Deputy Commissioner and the
Divisional Commissioner; District Committee has
to inform the concerned Divisional Commissioner
and the Cabinet Division; Divisional Committee has
to inform the Cabinet Division and the Principal
Coordinator (SDGs Affairs), PMO.
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The government has formed the “National Data
Coordination Committee (NDCC)” to identify data gaps,
ensure the availability of quality data and coordinate
among ministries and divisions to make data
available for SDGs and monitor other international
commitments. The Committee is comprised of 50
members including all data producing agencies of
the government and representatives from business
associations, think tanks and academia; it is
chaired by the Secretary, Statistics and Informatics
Division. With a view to ensuring data availability in
a structured way, seven technical sub-committees
of the NDCC has been formed viz: (1) Education (2)
Health, Population and Nutrition (3) Economy (4) ICT
(5) Environment and Climate (6) Agriculture, and (7)
Socio-economic. The NDCC is also responsible for
ensuring data availability for 39 priority indicators,
which are selected suggested by the SDGs Working
Committee of the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) and
later on approved by the Cabinet Meeting held on
4th December 2018. Some of these 39 indicators are
selected from the global SDGs and some are selected
after modification on Bangladesh’s perspective.

National Conference on SDGs Implementation Review
(SIR)isamechanismdevelopedfirstbythegovernment
in 2018. The 1st National Conference was held on 4th
to 6th July 2018 in Dhaka. Around 2000 participants
from the government, NGOs, CSOs, private sector
and Development Partners (DPs) participated in
the conference. Each lead ministry presented their
implementation plan; NGOs presented their action
plan; Development Partners expressed their priority
areas for assistance in the conference. The synthesis
report of the SIR published in 2018, highlighted the
achievements so far, identified the challenges and
provided guidelines for the way forward. Based on
the experience of the 1st SIR, it is decided that the
national conference will be held regularly within a 2-3
year interval. The implementation experiences and
challenges of the localization of SDGs will be shared
at the conference. Because of the global pandemic of
COVID-19, the SIR planned to be held in April 2020 was
postponed.

With a view to engaging relevant stakeholders in the
preparation process of goal wise progress review of
SDGs, from the Prime Minister’s Office 17 Ministries/
Divisions have been given the responsibility as the
coordinating Ministries for 17 goals of SDGs. All goal-
wise coordinating ministries/divisions will have to
complete their consultations with relevant lead,

co-lead, associates, NGOs, CSOs, private sector,
academia, development partners, and relevant
stakeholders twice in a year and submit goal-
wise reports in prescribed format to the Principal
Coordinator (SDGs Affairs), PMO.

f) Structuralissues

Bangladesh is the number one densely populated
country in the world except for some city-states;
165.55 million people live in 147,570 km2 meaning
1122 people per square km. Although the population
growth rate is declining, the total number of
population is still increasing. In this situation, despite
progress in reducing poverty headcount rates, the
absolute number of poor people itself is a structural
challenge. The poverty reduction strategy of the
government is indeed quite satisfactory; however, the
factors correlated with poverty will hamper reducing
multidimensional poverty at the desired level. The
adoption of the National Social Security Strategy is a
timely initiative of the poverty & inequality reduction
but the selection error, both inclusion, and exclusion
is an example of structural barriers that hamper the
true success.

Ensuring food security in the context of availability,
accessibility, utilization, and stability for a large
population together with positive population
growth will require a faster growth of agricultural
production. There is phenomenal progress in the
growth of the agricultural sector, particularly in rice
production in Bangladesh in the last four decades.
Therefore, the growth rate of the crop sector has
been declining; meaning increasing agricultural
production will inevitably put significant pressure on
the environment.

With low-cost intervention (0.8 per cent of GDP
and 5 per cent of the budget), Bangladesh’s health
outcomes are relatively better than its compatible
countries. However, for sustainable development, it
will remain a big challenge as disease pattern is now
changing from communicable to non-communicable
diseases, which usually incur a huge cost for the
patients. Per capita health expenditure has increased
from USS 16 in 2007 to USS$ 37 in 2015, where out of
pocket expenditure is 67 per cent. Without a formal
health insurance system, reducing the high out of
pocket expenditure with a view to achieving universal
health coverage is a gigantic task.

Despite considerable progress related to education,
ensuring meaningful and quality life-long learning



for adolescents and the adult population has always
been a challenge in the country. Extreme poverty,
marginal population groups, special need children,
child labour, hard to reach areas, natural disasters
such as cyclones and floods, intergenerational
transmission of illiteracy are several major factors
which affect the attainment of targets. Recruitment
of meritorious students in the teaching profession,
as well as sufficient training for teachers, can ensure
quality teachers for quality education. Ideally, all
teachers should receive adequate, appropriate and
relevant pedagogical training to teach at the chosen
level of education and be academically well-qualified
in the subject (s) they are expected to teach.

In the traditional patriarchal society where deep-
rooted cultural practices are prevalent that favours
boys over girls, the relentless endeavour on the
part of the Government of Bangladesh by way of
adoption of policies, legislation, strategies, national
action plans and programmes for the realization of
empowerment of women are acclaimed in the global
arena. Bangladesh is the only one of the South Asian
countriesto featureinthe top 100 of the Global Gender
Gap Index. Indeed, Bangladesh is the only country
in the world where the female head of government
exceeds the number of years with a male head. In
order to ensure greater participation of women in
important decision-making positions, initiatives
are now underway to increase the representation
of women in the legislative, judiciary and executive
branches of the State. Aset of guidelines has also been
issued to ensure development projects are prepared
and reviewed in a gender-sensitive way. Even though
gender parity has been achieved in both primary
and secondary education and it is increasing at the
tertiary level, the structural bottleneck is that female
labour force participation is comparatively low in
Bangladesh, which is hovering around 36 per cent in
the last decade. The creation of opportunities for the
women labour force remains the major bottleneck for
wage employment in the non-agricultural sector for
women with an exception in the garment sector.

Government investment in water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) has been increasing over the last
couple of years. However, WASH investment in hydro-
geologically and socio-economically difficult areas
like char, haor (wetland), coastal belt and hilly areas
or hard to reach areas is much lower compared to
other areas. There is a gap in ensuring appropriate
toilet technologies for differently-abled people at an
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affordable cost. The threat poses by climate change
particularly in disaster-prone areas also needs serious
attention for sanitation. Considering the impact of
climate change and people living in hard to reach
areas, appropriate technology with affordable prices
is one of the key constraints in serving the poorest
and marginalized people.

The proportion of the population with access to
electricity has increased to 96 per cent in January
2020, from 31.2 per cent in 2000. The Power System
Master Plan 2016 has been prepared for managing the
electricity sector up to 2041. However, to implement
the Master Plan, the estimated investment
requirement is about US$ 78 billion for the generation
sector,about US$ 18 billion for the transmission sector
and about USS$ 19 billion for the distribution sector.
Adequate financing is one of the major challenges to
implement the Master Plan. With regard to increasing
renewable energy, land scarcity is the main barrier
to installing solar parks. Challenges lie in obtaining
suitable land, difficulties in constructing transmission
lines over privately owned land, high cost of land
acquisition and development, etc. Furthermore,
solar radiation in Bangladesh is quite low. For the
development of waste to energy, the main obstacle
is lack of technology, and high production cost/tariff.
Wind speed in Bangladesh is low to moderate, for
which the prospect of the wind farm is not promising.

Each year about two million additional entrants are
joining the labour force and creating decent jobs for
them will remain an overwhelming challenge. In the
country, although the national level unemployment
rate was only 4.25 per cent, the same for the youths
at the age of 15 to 29 was 10.6 per cent in 2016-17.
Labour Force Survey 2016-17 reveals that youths
with no education has the unemployment rate
of 4 per cent but it is 13.4 per cent for the youths
with tertiary education. Inadequate skill levels
constrain growth. Productivity could be increased
through skills development, training and vocational
education, knowledge and innovation. Except the
agricultural sector, investment in Research and
Development is scanty. The manufacturing sector led
to exports’ growth contributed a lot in the economic
and social sectors. However, the export basket is
dominated by single readymade garments, which is
a structural shortcoming of the economy. Safe and
clean working environments need to be promoted.
The National Skills Development Policy-2011 and the
National Youth Policy-2017 have to be implemented

S,

| —

29



30 o

L= ~J

throughout the country in a planned way. We have
to improve institutions, service delivery, capacity,
and professionalism. Operating One Stop Service
(0SS) should be strengthened to remove barriers to
investment and manage land constraints. We have

to intensify monitoring and accountability to tame
misuse of public resources.

Bangladesh has been experiencing a rapid increase
in the urban population, in 1990, 20 per cent of the
population lived in urban areas; this has increased to
35 per centin 2016. Migration, the population growth
of cities, and the reclass